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Two examples of WSU efforts to promote 
ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ƘƻƴŜȅ ōŜŜǎΧΦ

1) Genetic improvement through breeding

2) Research on sub-lethal effects of 
pesticides and development of non-
chemical solutions for mite and disease 
control



A. melliferadistribution
and diversity 

Original range included
Africa, Europe and 

Central/ Western Asia

нт άǎǳōǎǇŜŎƛŜǎέ ƻǊ 
geographic races



Apis mellifera arrives in the New World (1622 ï1922)

Introduction of small founder populations



A. m. melliferain 
Virginia - 1622



ÅEstablished in Virginia by 1622

ÅRapidly spread out in advance of European 
άŎƻƭƻƴƛǎǘǎέ

ÅT. Jefferson reported honey bees  known to 
bŀǘƛǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ŀǎ ά²ƘƛǘŜ aŀƴΩǎ CƭƛŜǎέ 

ÅSo common by the late 18th century  - a 
controversy arose over whether honey bees 
were native to North America (1792-1793)

A. m. mellifera 










